
 
 
 
 

EISAI INCREASES ITS COMMITMENT TO FIGHT  

NEGLECTED TROPICAL DISEASES 

~Two Innovative Programs Will Help Eliminate Lymphatic Filariasis By 2020~    
Eisai Co., Ltd. (Headquarters: Tokyo, President & CEO: Haruo Naito, “Eisai”), as one of the thirteen major 
research and development-based pharmaceutical companies, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the 
World Health Organization (WHO), the U.S. and U.K. governments, the World Bank and governments 
from neglected tropical disease (NTD)-endemic countries, gave its support on January 30 (local London 
time) to the London Declaration, a coordinated effort to eliminate 10 NTDs by the end of this decade.  
 
Eisai is committed to taking proactive steps to address issues related to access to medicines, including 
NTDs, in accordance with established policy as it expands its business in both emerging and developing 
nations in this era of great globalization. The company considers its contributions to the economic 
development and expansion of the middle-income class through the enhancement of health and welfare 
in these countries as a form of long-term investment for future growth. Eisai is the only Japanese 
company to join this coordinated program. In support of the London Declaration and the WHO’s program 
to eliminate lymphatic filariasis, Eisai has signed an agreement with the WHO to extend its support until 
2020, during which Eisai will supply free of charge 2.2 billion tablets of the medicine DEC 



 [Notes to editors] 

 

1. About Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs) 

According to WHO, neglected tropical diseases (NTDs)*1 blight the lives of more than 1 billion of the world's poorest 

2.7 billion people. There are 149 countries and territories where NTDs are endemic, at least 100 of which are endemic 

for 2 or more of these diseases, and 30 countries that are endemic for 6 or more. These diseases not only survive and 

spread in conditions of poverty, they also anchor large populations in poverty. NTDs can cause blindness and deform 

in ways that hinder economic productivity and cancel out chances for a normal social life. They can maim, debilitate, 

and kill. The consequences are costly for societies and for health care. 
 
*1 Buruli Ulcer, Chagas disease (American trypanosomiasis), Cysticercosis, Dengue/Severe dengue , Dracunculiasis (guinea-worm 

disease), Echinococcosis, Fascioliasis, Human African trypanosomiasis, Leishmaniasis, Leprosy, Lymphatic filariasis, 
Onchocerciasis, Rabies, Schistosomiasis, Soil transmitted hel



4. About Eisai’s Commitment to Improving Global Access to Medicines 

Today, it is estimated that some 2.7 billion*4 people around the world live on US$ 2 or less per day. Most of these 

2.7 billion people do not have access to essential health care and treatment despite the availability of effective 

medicines. This is an international challenge that needs to be solved thr


