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Eisai Completes Rolling Submission to US FDA for LEQEMBI® (lecanemab-irmb) Biologics 
License Application for Subcutaneous Maintenance Dosing for the Treatment of Early 

Alzheimer’s Disease Under the Fast Track Status 
 
 

TOKYO and CAMBRIDGE, Mass., Nov. 1, 2024 – Eisai Co., Ltd. (Headquarters: Tokyo, CEO: Haruo 
Naito, “Eisai”) and Biogen Inc. (Nasdaq: BIIB, Corporate headquarters: Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
CEO: Christopher A. Viehbacher, “Biogen”) announced today that Eisai has completed the rolling 
submission of a Biologics License Application (BLA) to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
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signals between nerve cells or nerve cells and other cells. It is believed the reduction of protofibrils may 
prevent the progression of AD by reducing damage to neurons in the brain and cognitive dysfunction.2   

 
INDICATION 
LEQEMBI® [(lecanemab-irmb) 100 mg/mL injection for intravenous use] is indicated for the treatment 
of Alzheimer’s disease (AD). Treatment with LEQEMBI should be initiated in patients with mild 
cognitive impairment (MCI) or mild dementia stage of disease, the population in which treatment was 
initiated in clinical trials. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION 

 
CONTRAINDICATION 
LEQEMBI is contraindicated in patients with serious hypersensitivity to lecanemab-irmb or to any of 
the excipients of LEQEMBI. Reactions have included angioedema and anaphylaxis. 
 
WARNINGS AND PRECAUTIONS 
AMYLOID-RELATED IMAGING ABNORMALITIES 
LEQEMBI can cause ARIA-E and ARIA-H, which can occur together. ARIA-E can be observed on 



3 

observation. ARIA, including asymptomatic radiographic events, was observed: LEQEMBI, 21% 
(191/898); placebo, 9% (84/897). ARIA-E was observed: LEQEMBI, 13% (113/898); placebo, 2% 
(15/897). ARIA-H was observed: LEQEMBI, 17% 
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Obtain a recent baseline brain MRI prior to initiating treatment with LEQEMBI and prior to the 5th, 7th, 
and 14th infusions. Enhanced clinical vigilance for ARIA is recommended during the first 14 weeks of 
treatment with LEQEMBI. Depending on ARIA-E and ARIA-H clinical symptoms and radiographic 
severity, use clinical judgment when considering whether to continue dosing or to temporarily or 
permanently discontinue LEQEMBI. If a patient experiences ARIA symptoms, clinical evaluation 
should be performed, including MRI if indicated. If ARIA is observed on MRI, careful clinical evaluation 
should be performed prior to continuing treatment. 

 
HYPERSENSITIVITY REACTIONS 
Hypersensitivity reactions, including angioedema, bronchospasm, and anaphylaxis, have occurred 
with LEQEMBI. Promptly discontinue the infusion upon the first observation of any signs or symptoms 
consistent with a hypersensitivity reaction and initiate appropriate therapy. 

 
INFUSION-RELATED REACTIONS (IRRs) 
IRRs were observed—LEQEMBI: 26% (237/898); placebo: 7% (66/897)—and the majority of cases 
with LEQEMBI (75%, 178/237) occurred with the first infusion. IRRs were mostly mild (69%) or 
moderate (28%) in severity. IRRs resulted in discontinuation of LEQEMBI in 1% (12/898). Symptoms 
of IRRs included fever and flu-like symptoms (chills, generalized aches, feeling shaky, and joint pain), 
nausea, vomiting, hypotension, hypertension, and oxygen desaturation. 

In the event of an IRR, the infusion rate may be reduced or the infusion may be discontinued and 
appropriate therapy initiated as clinically indicated. Consider prophylactic treatment prior to future 
infusions with antihistamines, acetaminophen, nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, or corticosteroids. 

 
ADVERSE REACTIONS 
The most common adverse reaction leading to discontinuation of LEQEMBI was ARIA-H 
microhemorrhages that led to discontinuation in 2% (15/898) with LEQEMBI vs <1% (1/897) with 
placebo. 

The most common adverse reactions reported in ≥5% with LEQEMBI (N=898) and ≥2% higher than 
placebo (N=897) were IRRs (LEQEMBI: 26%; placebo: 7%), ARIA-H (LEQEMBI: 14%; placebo: 8%), 
ARIA-E (LEQEMBI: 13%; placebo: 2%), headache (LEQEMBI: 11%; placebo: 8%), superficial 
siderosis of central nervous system (LEQEMBI: 6%; placebo: 3%), rash (LEQEMBI: 6%; placebo: 4%), 
and nausea/vomiting (LEQEMBI: 6%; placebo: 4%). 

 
Please see full Prescribing Information including Boxed WARNING. 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS  
 
Eisai Co., Ltd. 
Public Relations Department 
+81 (0)3-3817-5120 
 
Eisai Inc. (U.S.) 
Julie Edelman 
+1-862-213-5915 
Julie_Edelman@eisai.com 
 
Eisai Europe, Ltd.  
EMEA Communications Department 
+44 (0) 797-487-9419 
Emea-comms@eisai.net 
 

 
Biogen Inc. 
Jack Cox 
+ 1-781-464-3260 
public.affairs@biogen.com  
 

 
INVESTOR CONTACTS 
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Eisai Co., Ltd. 
Investor Relations Department 
+81 (0) 3-3817-5122 

Biogen Inc. 
Stephen Amato 
+1-781-464-2442 
IR@biogen.com 

 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
1. About lecanemab (LEQEMBI®) 

Lecanemab is the result of a strategic research alliance between Eisai and BioArctic. It is a 
humanized immunoglobulin gamma 1 (IgG1) monoclonal antibody directed against aggregated 

mailto:IR@biogen.com
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and market lecanemab for the treatment of AD pursuant to an agreement with BioArctic in 
December 2007. The development and commercialization agreement on the antibody lecanemab 
back-up was signed in May 2015. 

 
4. About Eisai Co., Ltd. 

Eisai's Corporate Concept is "to give first thought to patients and people in the daily living domain, 
and to increase the benefits that health care provides." Under this Concept (also known as human 
health care (hhc) Concept), we aim to effectively achieve social good in the form of relieving anxiety 
over health and reducing health disparities. With a global network of R&D facilities, manufacturing 
sites and marketing subsidiaries, we strive to create and deliver innovative products to target 
diseases with high unmet medical needs, with a particular focus in our strategic areas of Neurology 
and Oncology. 
 
In addition, we demonstrate our commitment to the elimination of neglected tropical diseases 
(NTDs), which is a target (3.3) of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), by 
working on various activities together with global partners. 

 
For more information about Eisai, please visit www.eisai.com (for global headquarters: Eisai Co., 
Ltd.), and connect with us on X, LinkedIn and Facebook.For audiences based in the UK and Europe, 
please visit www.eisai.eu and Eisai EMEA LinkedIn. 

 
5. About Biogen  

Founded in 1978, Biogen is a leading biotechnology company that pioneers innovative science to 
deliver new medicines to transform patients’ lives and to create value for shareholders and our 

https://www.eisai.com/index.html
https://twitter.com/Eisai_SDGs
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eisaiglobal/
https://www.facebook.com/EisaiGlobal/
http://www.eisai.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eisai-emea/
http://www.biogen.com/
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FBiogen%2F&esheet=52445262&newsitemid=20210615005402&lan=en-US&anchor=Facebook&index=5&md5=94325dbb3bfd3a9fb01250a85235c8ba
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Fbiogen-&esheet=52445262&newsitemid=20210615005402&lan=en-US&anchor=LinkedIn&index=4&md5=a88dd32d19879f7e99c77b23b91cf0e0
https://twitter.com/biogen
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fc%2Fbiogen&esheet=52445262&newsitemid=20210615005402&lan=en-US&anchor=YouTube&index=6&md5=67c471ab46b50557fda36172d75c98d5
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of success in the development and potential commercialization of lecanemab; failure to protect and 
enforce Biogen's data, intellectual property and other proprietary rights and uncertainties relating to 
intellectual property claims and challenges; product liability claims; and third party collaboration 
risks, results of operations and financial condition. The foregoing sets forth many, but not all, of the 
factors that could cause actual results to differ from Biogen's expectations in any forward-looking 
statement. Investors should consider this cautionary statement as well as the risk factors identified 
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