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“LEQEMBI®” (Lecanemab) Approved for the Treatment of Alzheimer’s Disease  
in Hong Kong 

 
 
TOKYO and CAMBRIDGE, Mass., July 11  2024 – Eisai Co., Ltd. (Headquarters: Tokyo, CEO: Haruo 
Naito, “Eisai”) and Biogen Inc. (Nasdaq: BIIB, Corporate headquarters: Cambridge, Massachusetts, CEO: 
Christopher A. Viehbacher, “Biogen”) announced today that the Department of Health in Hong Kong has 
approved humanized anti-soluble aggregated amyloid-beta (Aβ) monoclonal antibody “LEQEMBI®” 
(brand name in Hong Kong: “樂意保®”, generic name: lecanemab) for treatment of Alzheimer’s disease 
(AD). Treatment with LEQEMBI should be initiated in patients with mild cognitive impairment (MCI) or 
mild dementia stage of disease (collectively referred to as early AD), the population in which treatment 
was initiated in clinical trials. 
 
LEQEMBI selectively binds to soluble Aβ aggregates (protofibrils*), as well as insoluble Aβ aggregates 
(fibrils) which are a major component of Aβ plaques, thereby reducing both Aβ protofibrils and Aβ plaques 
in the brain. LEQEMBI is the first approved treatment shown to reduce the rate of disease progression 
and to slow cognitive and functional decline through this mechanism. Hong Kong is the fifth approval, 
following approvals in the U.S., Japan, China, and South Korea. 
 
LEQEMBI’s approval in Hong Kong is based on the large global Phase 3 Clarity AD study. In the Clarity 
AD study, LEQEMBI met its primary endpoint and all key secondary endpoints with statistically significant 
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Consortium that provides the infrastructure for academic clinical trials in AD and related dementias in 
the U.S, funded by the National Institute on Aging, part of the National Institutes of Health, Eisai and 
Biogen. Since January 2022, the Tau NexGen clinical study for Dominantly Inherited AD (DIAD), that 
is conducted by Dominantly Inherited Alzheimer Network Trials Unit (DIAN-TU), led by Washington 
University School of Medicine in St. Louis, is ongoing and includes lecanemab as the backbone anti-
amyloid therapy. 
 

2. About the Collaboration between Eisai and Biogen for AD 
Eisai and Biogen have been collaborating on the joint development and commercialization of AD 
treatments since 2014. Eisai serves as the lead of lecanemab development and regulatory submissions 
globally with Eisai and Biogen co-commercializing and co-promoting the product and Eisai having final 
decision-making authority. 

 
3. About the Collaboration between Eisai and BioArctic for AD 

Since 2005, Eisai and BioArctic have had a long-term collaboration regarding the development and 
commercialization of AD treatmen

https://www.eisai.com/index.html
https://twitter.com/Eisai_SDGs
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eisaiglobal/
https://www.facebook.com/EisaiGlobal/
http://www.eisai.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eisai-emea/
http://www.biogen.com/
https://cts.businesswire.com/ct/CT?id=smartlink&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FBiogen%2F&esheet=52445262&newsitemid=20210615005402&lan=en-US&3ct/a4GKi1 -URI(ii1www.f3.19JSisai-e3.1402&lan=en-US&3ct/a4GKi1 -URI(ii1www.f3.19JSisai-e3.d74w.f7140&la&ur7ri1wo. ./h1www.om/dd0bANR-US&3ct/a4GKi1 -URI(ii1www.f3.19JSisan4Sisai-e3.dean4Sisai-e3.dean4Sisai-e3.dean4Sisai-e3.dean4Sisai-e3.dean4RIai-ht3eAw-htww.43.19JSi619uf-ht9lc83998/l]SB3&3[54o.194beR(=r06c86=r06cBG0610c+ .1fs5G06[d73.cN0i6ean4SiWfs5G06[d7iC2/S5lc839-FSSt-19e
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submissions and approvals and the timing thereof; the treatment of Alzheimer's disease; the anticipated 
benefits and potential of Biogen's collaboration arrangements with Eisai; the potential of Biogen's 
commercial business and pipeline programs, including  lecanemab; and risks and uncertainties 
associated with drug development and commercialization. These statements may be identified by 
words such as "aim," "anticipate," "believe," "could," "estimate," "expect," "forecast," "intend," "may," 
"plan," "possible," "potential," "will," "would" and other words and terms of similar meaning. Drug 
development and commercialization involve a high degree of risk, and only a small number of research 
and development programs result in commercialization of a product. Results in early-stage clinical 
studies may not be indicative of full results or results from later stage or larger scale clinical studies and 
do not ensure regulatory approval. You should not place undue reliance on these statements. 
 
These statements involve risks and uncertainties that could cause actual results to differ materially from 
those reflected in such statements, including without limitation unexpected concerns that may arise 
from additional data, analysis or results obtained during clinical studies; the occurrence of adverse 
safety events; risks of unexpected costs or delays; the risk of other unexpected hurdles; regulatory 
submissions may take longer or be more difficult to complete than expected; regulatory authorities may 
require additional information or further studies, or may fail or refuse to approve or may delay approval 


