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[Notes to editors] 

1. About LENVIMA® (generic name: lenvatinib mesylate) 

LENVIMA, discovered and developed by Eisai, is a multiple receptor tyrosine kinase inhibitor (RTK) that inhibits the 

kinase activities of vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) receptors VEGFR1 (FLT1), VEGFR2 (KDR), and 

VEGFR3 (FLT4). LENVIMA also inhibits other kinases that have been implicated in pathogenic angiogenesis, tumor 

growth, and cancer progression in addition to normal cellular function, including fibroblast growth factor (FGF) 

receptors FGFR1-4, the platelet derived growth factor receptor alpha (PDGFRα), KIT, and RET.  

In syngeneic mouse tumor models, LENVIMA decreased the tumor-associated macrophages population and 

increased the activated cytotoxic T cells population. LENVIMA demonstrated greater antitumor activity in combination 

with an anti-PD-1 monoclonal antibody compared to either treatment alone. 

Currently, LENVIMA has been approved as a treatment for thyroid cancer in over 60 countries including Japan, the 

United States and in Europe; as a treatment for hepatocellular carcinoma in over 55 countries including Japan, the 

United States, in Europe, China, and in Asia; as well as in combination with everolimus as a treatment for renal cell 

carcinoma (second-line) in over 50 countries including the United States, in Europe, and in Asia. Additionally, it was 

also approved in the combination treatment of LENVIMA plus KEYTRUDA® (generic name: pembrolizumab) for 

advanced endometrial carcinoma in the United States, Australia, and Canada. In Europe, the agent was launched 

under the brand name Kisplyx® for renal cell carcinoma.    

 
KEYTRUDA is a registered trademark of Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp., a subsidiary of Merck & Co., Inc., Kenilworth, 

N.J., U.S.A. 


